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to provide the poor peasants with water. I think
of Red Sunday, when whole battalions marched
into the vineyards to help the new village collectiviza-
tion scheme by bringing in the grape harvest. I
think of the wounded in Cuevas de la Petita who
were saving for a tractor, and of the convalescents
in Villanueva de la Jara, who built a gymnastic
centre and initiated kindergartens for the village
children.

With a feeling of deep tenderness I think of the
last children's party we organized in Madrigueras.
All the school children had been invited, but we had
not reckoned with the likelihood that every boy
was going to bring along with him all his younger
brothers and sisters, if they were at all able to walk
or stand on their feet. The organizing of the
procession almost led to a catastrophe ; the little
ones stumbled about, began to cry, or lost their
shoes, and soon half our soldiers were walking
beside the procession carrying children in their arms.
Naturally, our supply of gifts was not equal to
this added influx of children. In all haste our men
went to the village where they bought up the last
exercise book, the last pencil, and the last bit of
india rubber to be found in the shops. None of the
children went home without bearing a gift. The
gratitude of the village youth was boundless. When
we were marching along the road or exercising in